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inent of  mystery  completed the    the ficole normale, a writer whose    Malraux,  who exalts the ardour
revolution of poetry,    The other    work is charged with misery and    of   revolutionary   fighting ;   and
poets of the  close  of the  19th    despair,   alone   in his   timo   ex-    Roger  Martin   du   Gard,   whose
century   have   paled   into   insig-    pressed   an   opic   feeling   in   his   Thibaulb cycle gives a powerful
nificance, but of great importance   Mystere de la Charit6 de Jeanne    picture of contemporary society.
was the Belgian school (Le Jeune    d'Arc.       A   philosopher   whom       Quite outside this literary school
Belgique)   to   which   belonged  a   Pe'guy acknowledged as his master,    were the woman novelist Colette ;
great creator,  Emile  Verhaeren,    Henri Bergson, created in crystal   Jules   Remains,   with   his   vast
and Maurice Maeterlinck.   A few   style  a  new   conception  of the   realistic fresco, Les Hommes de
isolated survivors of the romantic   universe which brought fresh life    Bonne    Volontd ;     Duhamel,    a
tradition were the novelist Barbey-    to culture.    This period saw an    doctor best known for his Pas-
d'Aur6villy, the esoteric drama-    increase in the number of literary    quier    series    of    tales;      and
tist Villiers de I'lsle-Adam,  and    " isms **: naturism, paroxysm, in-    Bernanos,   a   poignant   Catholic
the Catholic polemist L6on Bloy.    tegralism,   futurism,   anol,   more    novelist.    More widely road were
The 1890-1914 period is marked   interesting,    the    unanimism   of   Andre*     Maurois's     biographies j
by    two    tendencies:     first,    a   Jules   Romains,   which   revealed    Claude Farrdre'a adventure stor-
rational literature clearly written   the latent  lyricism  of collective   ies;     Pierre    Bonoit's    complex
and comprehensible by the public   life and urban civilization.               plots ;   Simenon's detective stor-
at large, on which it left a deep                 Schools and Rebels                 ies;   and the war novels of Bar-
impression ;    secondly,   a   litera-       The schools of the  1914-1930    busse and Dorgel6s.   The natural-
ture of a very esoteric order.            period    were    fewer    but    more    1st  school   was   developed   more
The most typical writer of the   influential; they included dada-    fully by Celine, whose Voyage au
first group is Anatole France,    ism, surrealism, and populism,    bout de la Nuit is sensational in
heir at once to the Parnassiens,    Great influence was exercised by   its brutality, and others.
to> Renan, and to the realistic   the literary review, La Nouvelle In the realm of criticism La
novelists; the perfect repre-    Revue Francaise, inspired by    Nouvelle Rovue Frau9aise pre-
sentative of French irony, em-    Andre" Gide; with the greatest   sented the moat original group,
bodied in a classical style. With    writers of the cUty as its con-    Foremost wore the philosopher
the same style Pierre Louys   tributors, it laid down the law in    Alain and the critic Thibaudet ;
endeavoured to give life to de-    the world of letters and became a   next the pamphleteer Julion Ben-
cadent antiquity, while Charles    fervent supporter of innovation,    da, the critics Paulhan and Jean
Maurras applied it to a royalist    Its two first and greatest dis-    Pr6vost, and the philodopher G.
and traditionalist ideology. In    coveries were ValeVy and Proust.    Marcel. Independent and acade-
the opening years of the century    ValeVy published La Jeune Parque,    mic criticism varied from the
the reading public was moved    1917, and Charmea, 1922, a small   literary journalists Sonday, L6on
by the works of throe novelists :    collection of verae; his prose    Daudet, and The>ive, to learned
Pierre Loti with his tender grace   works, Eupalinos and Varie'te's,    scholars like the Abbe1 Br6raond
and enchanting nostalgia, Romain    are examples of French intelligence    and Baron Seillifire. History bo-
Rolland with his noble idealism,    in its most refined form. Proust's    came more scientific than liter-
arid Maurice Barres, most artistic    voluminous work A la Re-    ary; nevertheless two historians
of tha three, with his proud and    cherche du Temps Perdu intro-    wore widely read, Bainville on
troubled disillusion. Master of the    duced into the novel the hitherto    the right and Mathioz on the left,
psychological novel and inheritor   unrealized wealth and splendour   The work of the Catholic pliiloao-
of 19th century tradition was   of the inner life. Gide's limpid    pher Maritain had a profound
Paul Bourget, and a rare success   narrative set out the cruellest   influence,
was Alain Fouruier's Le Grand    moral problems with frankness,               Experiments in Drama
Meaulnes, a novel of adolescence,    while Claudel's poems and dramas After 1U14 tiio drama, was the
Of the provincial school the in-    revealed a cosmic inspiration of a    object of a variety of experiments,
genious writings of Jules Renard   greatness hitherto unknown in    the mise-en-sc^ne having been
(Poil de Garotte) are notable for    France. Innumerable young    modernised and enlivened by
subtle humour. Outstanding in    writers of undoubted talent fol-    Copcau, Jouvet, and others,
verse were Richepin and Mme. de    lowed these four masters, and    Notable plays are those of the
Noailles; in the theatre the    the fruitfulness of this period    author-actor Jean Sarment, and
greatest triumph .was that of   made it one of the most mag-    of Lenormand who waa inspired
Edmond .Rostand (Cyrano de    nificent of French literature.             by Freud; but the greatest
Bergerac, IVAiglon). In poetry, Apollinaire expressed    dramas were those of Jules Ro-
Rise of the "Isms "                in original verse an acute feeling    mains, especially Knock. Works
The second, more eaoteric, group    for death ;   the   Bohemian  Max    worthy to endure were produced
of   writers  gathered  round   Mai-   Jacob and the subtle Jean Coc-    by writers who wore not special-
larme".      These   young   authors,    teau made ingenious discoveries,    ists in the theatre, Giraudoux and
who  gained, literary  fame  only   The surrealists included  Breton,    Claudel.      Later   author*,    who
after  the   First Great   War,   in-    Aragon, Tzara, and HJluard.   Paul    showed a tendency to mix oynic-
cluded Gide, ValeVy, and Claudol.    Morand wrote skilful novels in a    ism  with  fantasy, were  Anouilh
In   poetry, the  novel,   and   the    dazzling, tinsel style.    Far more    and   Sartre*   who   was   at   once
theatre they introduced a philo-    refined    were   Giraudoux's   pro-,   philosopher    and    novelist    and
sophical  type of lyritism  which    phetic utterances written for the    leader of the existentialist school
expressed the dramas and  mys-    stage.   Followers of Gide were the    The   doctrine   of   existentialism
teries  ot   the   subconscious,  and    more   catholio   Mauriac,    whose    (q.v.)-with  its emphasis  on  the
made ot"language and versification    D6sert de 1'Amour was one of the    individual,, and hu-nan salvation
a supple  instrument:    but their   groat  novels  of his  generation;    by  the   force   of  the   individual
obscurity waa oUsconcerting to the    Montherlant, the champion of a    will,, provoked violent controversy
general reader.   Charles Pe'guy of   sportive chivalry and misogyny {    during the years of the   Freno,i>